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.. Ime reke Begej pominje se    ve• u 
XII veku
.. 1326 godine se prvi put pominje         
ime naselja Be•kerek
.. Be•kerek su posetila tri  vladara  :  
1398   madjarski kralj Žigmond, 1696 
turski sultan Mustafa i 1768   austri-
jski car Josif II
.. Prvom polovinom XV.veka  ovom 
regijom upravljaju despoti Stefan 
Lazarevi• i Djuradj Brankovi•.   
.. 1482. godine bitka kod Be•kereka i 
poraz Turaka 
.. 1551. godine Mehmed paša 
Sokolovi• osvaja Be•kerek, koji pri-
pada Turcima sve do 1717. godine
..  1594.godine  bitka kod Be•kereka, 
veliki banatski ustanak
.. 1717. godine austrijski princ 
Aleksandar od Vitemberga ulazi u 
Be•kerek
..  1717. godine u Be•kereku po 
odlasku Turaka živilo je 787 stanovni-
ka uglavnom Srba   
.. 1718. godine po•inje popuna 
stanovništva, tz. kolonizacija
.. 1722 po•inje sa radom prva osnovna 
škola u gradu
.. 1728-1733. guverner Banata 
grof  Florimund Klaudije Mersi vrši 
isušivanje  velikih    mo•vara i gradi 

Begejski kanal do Temišvara
.. 1746. godine izgradjen je u 
Be•kereku u to vreme najve•i pravo-
slavni hram u Banatu
.. 1769. godine grad poveljom austri-
jske carice Marije Terezije dobija rang 
trgovišta        
..1 779 . godine  formira se Torontalska 
županija sa sedištem    u Be•kereku
..  1807. godine  gotovo ceo grad je 
stradao od velikog požara, uništene 
su arhive i dokumenti,mostovi, ceo 
centar osim dve crkve, nastaje period 
dugog oporavka
.. 1850. godine grad ima blizu 17.000 
stanovnika, po veroispovesti : pravo-
slavaca 10.542, katolika 4.998, evan-
gelista 795 i jevrejske veroispovesti 
434.
.. 1850. godine prvi parobrod u Ve-
likom Be•kereku i po•etak rada 
sreskog suda, gruntovnice i katastra
.. 1851. godine po•etak kontinuiranog 
novinarstva u gradu, prvenac nedeljnik 
„Gross-Betschkereker Wochenb-
latt“, list na nema•kom jeziku ali i sa 
službenim oglašavanjima  delimi•no i 
na srpskom i madjarskom jeziku.
.. 1854. godine pozorište,koje je 
delovalo u jednom od najstarijih 
pozorišnih zdanja u regionu, imalo 

je na repertoaru 40 naslova , iste go-
dine otvara se i jedan od najstarijih 
industrijskih pogona u gradu – fabrika 
sir•eta.
.. 1858. godine prvi telegraf u gradu
.. 1860 . godine  izgradjena velika 
ciglana
..  1867. prva škola gimnastike u 
gradu
.. 1872. godina, prvi dnevni 
list,Torontal na madjarskom   i grad 
Veliki Be•kerek postaje    varoš sa 
uredjenim magistratom.
.. 1874/75  popularan je konji•ki sport 
i klizanje
.. 1879. godine ulice našeg grada do-
bijaju zvani•ne nazive
.. 1883. godine izlaz u svet preko pru-
ge Veliki Be•kerek – Velika Kikinda
.. 1890. godine  u gradu po popisu 
stanovništva živelo je : 7.969 Srba, 
7.874 Nemaca, 5.116 Madjara, 417 
Slovaka, 382 Rumuna, 51Hrvat i 125 
ostalih.
.. 1891. godine   prva telefonska linija 
u Velikom Be•kereku
.. 1895/1896. godine elektri•na cen-
trala i elektri•no uli•no osvetljenje
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a poznavanje više jezika se podrazu-
mevalo. Pojedini narodni obi!aji su 
lagano nestajali pod uticajem gradske 
kulture, koja se starala da sve izjedna-
!i. Mnogonacionalna sredina Velikog 
Be!kereka negovala je tokom mnogih 
godina svoj identitet i uspela da o!uva 
svoja nacionalna obeležja bez obzira 
na razli!it politi!ki uticaj. U toku svog 
razvoja ljudi su delovali me"usobno 

BANATSKE STUDIJE
MONOGRAFIJA GRADA

Projekat “Banatske Studije” predstav-
lja istraživanje, sakupljanje gradje i 
prevodjenje istorijskih materijala radi 
promocije lokalne kulture i istorij-
skog nasledja. Dodatno, on upoznaje  
savremenike sa doprinosom svih na-
cionalnih zajednica koje su živele na 
ovom prostoru, ljudi !iji su preci od 
mo!vare i nepogodnog podneblja za 
zajedni!ki život stvorili veoma plodno 
tlo, zahvaljuju#i grofu F. C. Mersiju.
Grad sa trojezi!nim imenom Gross 
- Nagy - Veliki Be!kerek, koje traje 
600 godina, poseduje karakteristi-
ke “etni!kih društava”, povremeno 
sa nametnutim etni!kim rivalitetom, 
povremeno sa tolerancijom zbog pri-
bližno jednakih odnosa tri ve#inske 
nacionalne zajednice pri kraju XIX 
veka. Ovde su rad i sticanje potiskiva-
li ve#a nacionalna trvenja što je ostala 

zajedni!ka odlika mentaliteta ovog 
podneblja. 
Dodatno, projekat predstavlja o!u-
vanje od zaborava onoga što možda 
!ini karakter ovog Regiona Banata u 
evropskom prostoru, spoznaje njego-
ve istorije i njegove baštine (arhitek-
ture jezika, etnologija) i nematerijal-
nih baština. 
Mešoviti brakovi ovde nisu bili retkost, 
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BANAT STUDIES
CITY HISTORY

The project “Banat Studies” repre-
sents the research, gathering of mate-
rials and translating historical materi-
als in order to promote local culture 
and historical legacy. Additional, it 
familiarizes contemporaries with the 
contribution of all communities that 
lived in this area, people whose an-
cestors created very fertile land out of 
swamps, thanks to count F.C. Mercy. 
A city with three names Gross-Nagy-
Veliki Be!kerek, that lasts for 600 
years, owns the characteristics of 
“ethnic societies”, occasionally with 
forced ethnic rivalry, occasionally 
with the tolerance due to almost equal 
relations of three majority national so-
cieties at the end of XIX century. In 
addition, the project represents pres-
ervation from the oblivion which per-

haps makes the character of the Banat 
region in European area, it recognizes 
his historical heritage (the architecture 
of the language, ethnology..) and non 
material heritage. 
Mixed marriages were not rare in this 
area, and knowledge of several lan-
guages was implied. Certain folklore 

we disappearing under the in$uence 
of the urban culture that wanted to 
make everything equal. Multinational 
environment of Veliki Beckerek was 
nurtured during many years its iden-
tity and it succeeded in preserving 
its national characteristics regardless 
different political in$uences. During 
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prihvataju#i nova stremljenja, zahteve 
tehnološkog i ekonomskog razvitka, 
kao i nove obi!aje savremenog živo-
ta. Pored srpske, nema!ke i ma"arske 
nacionalne zajednice doseljavale su se 
i brojne druge nacionalnosti, !ije su se 
sudbine i kulture  preplitale i koje su 
doprinele da se razvije takmi!arski 
duh u mnogim oblastima života. Nad-
metalo se u svemu pa i u podizanju 
zdanja u centru grada koja i danas ple-
ne pažnju svojom lepotom.
 
Pošto naš grad ima veoma mali broj 
istorijskih monogra%ja, štampanih  
davnih 1933., 1936. i 1966. godine, 
ne ra!unamo veliki broj fotomonogra-
%ja koje nemaju istorijsku težinu, a 
uporedjuju#i sa drugim gradovima, na 
primer našeg susednog grada u Bana-
tu Temišvara, koji ima 28 istorijskih 
monogra%ja, ve#inom i na nekoliko 
jezika, a kako se naš grad kandiduje 
za Evropsku prestonicu kulture, neop-
hodno je u što skorijem periodu štam-
pati ovakvu monogra%ju. 
Evropski Pokret Zrenjanin od 1999. 

godine istražuje istoriju grada. Ovo 
istraživanje vrši se na tri na!ina: 1. 
Istraživanje istorijskih dokumenata, 
2. Prevodjenje starih monogra%ja sa 
nema!kog i madjarskog jezika, 3. pra-
#enje dogadjanja kroz lokalnu štampu 
po!ev od 1851. godine
Malo je poznato da je 1807. godine 
grad zahvatio veliki požar koji je po-

krio gotovo !itav grad i uništio sve 
arhive, tako da se mora posrednim 
putem, kroz istraživanja dešavanja u 
ostalim mestima u Banatu, uobli!i-
ti mozaik nedostaju#e istorije grada. 
Takodje se prezentuju tri monogra%je 
koje do sada nisu prevodjene, Mileker, 
Borovski i monogra%ja kroz štampu 
(Torontal). 
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this development, people coexisted 
accepting new aspirations, requests 
of technology and economy develop-
ment, as well as new customs of the 
contemporary life. Among Serbian, 
German and Hungarian national com-
munities, many other nationalities 
inhabited this area, whose destinies 
crosscut and which contributed to 
development of competitive spirit in 
many aspects of life.  They competed 
in everything including buildings in 
the centre of the City that even today 
attract the attention with their beauty. 
           
Considering that our City has very 
small number of historical mono-
graphs, printed in 1933, 1936 and 
1966, we don’t count large number 
of photo monographs that do not 
have historical value, and comparing 
it with other Cities, for example our 
neighbouring city in Banat Timisoara, 
that has 28 historical monographs, 
majority on several languages, and 

considering that Zrenjanin is compet-
ing for European capital of culture, it 
is necessary to print this kind of docu-
ment. 
European Movement Zrenjanin since 
1999 conducts research of the City 
history. This research is being con-
ducted in three ways: 1. research of 
historical documents, 2. Translation 
of old monographs from German and 
Hungarian, 3. tracking events through 
local press starting from 1851. 

Little is known that in 1807. city was 
caught in a large %re that coverd the 
whale city and destroyed all archives, 
so we have to in a indirect way, through 
research of events in other municipali-
ties in Banat, create a maze of missing 
parts of the City history. We also pres-
ent three monographs that were never 
translated into Serbian – Mileker, Bo-
rovski and monograph through press 
(Torontal).

All important events that are relevant 
for understanding of what makes 
the City today, through a unique ac-
cess i.e. tracking and enlightening of 
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  Svi zna!ajni dogadjaji koji su re-
levantni za razumevanje onoga što 
grad !ini danas, kroz jedinstveni pri-
kaz, odnosno pra#anje i osvetljavanje 
dogadjaja iz gradske administracije, 

prosvete, zdravstva, zanatstva, indu-
strije, trgovine, kulturnih i sportskih 
zbivanja, sve do saobra#ajnih prilika 
(jedno od najve#ih vodenih !vorišta u 
Evropi nalazilo se na ovim prostori-
ma) objedinjeni su u monogra%ji. Ova 
monogra%ja !ini originalno i do sada 
u ovom obliku neprikazano posmatra-
nje i predstavljanje stvari i dogadjaja 
koji su kroz istoriju oblikovali Grad, 
koji je u mnogo !emu bio jedan od vo-
de#ih gradova u razli!itim vremenima 

i raznim državama. 
Pored originalnih tekstova, prevoda, 
izvoda iz novinskih !lanaka, u mo-
nogra%ji se nalaze i drugi detalji, u 
glavnom nepoznati, oko 200 biogra-
%ja poznatih be!kere!ana, raznih na-
cionalnosti koji su doprineli napretku 
ove sredine. 
Monogra%ja spremna za štampu obu-
hvata period od 600 godina, drugi deo 
je u fazi istraživanja i obuhvata#e no-
viju istoriju grada Zrenjanina.
Pored istraživanja istorije grada i Ba-
nata, Evropski Pokret Zrenjanin i nje-
gov predsednik magistar Nikola Šlajh 
su u proteklom periodu radili na pro-
mociji kulturne baštine i kroz regio-
nalne projekte:

- Regionalne kulturno-istorijske i 
turusti•ke inicijative  koji predstav-
lja svojevrsan vid obuke o poznavanju 
istorije ovog regiona. Na seminaru su 
uzele u!eš#e Zrenjaninske organizaci-
je: Turisti!ki savez Opštine Zrenjanin, 
Banja Rusanda, Turizmolozi opštine 
Zrenjanin, Carska Bara, od gostiju iz 
Srbije i Banata su bili predstavnici: 
banje Kanjiže, Bele Crkve, Pan!eva, 
Užica, Kruševca, Leskovca i Zavoda 
za prou!avanje kulturnog razvitka iz 
Beograda. U!esnici su doneli svoje 
propagandne materijale i prezentovali 
ih na seminaru.  Iz Pan!eva gosti su 
bili iz izdava!ke ku#e ŽIŽA, koja je 
prezentovala kulturne, istorijske i tu-
risti!ke mape Banata.
Evropski Pokret u Srbiji, Lokalno 



European Movement in Serbia - Zrenjanin

7

events from city administration, edu-
cation, health, crafts, industry, trade, 
cultural and sports events, all the way 
to the traf%c opportunities (one of the 
biggest water hubs in Europe was in 
this area ) are joined in the mono-
graph.  This monograph represents the 
original and up to now, in this shape, 
unseen observation and presentation 
of things and events that shaped the 
city through history that was in many 
areas leading city in different times 
and different countries. 
Besides the original texts, translations, 
extracts from local newspaper, the 
monograph has other details, mostly 

unknown, about 200 biographies of 
well known citizens, with different 
nationalities who contributed to the 
development of this area. 
The monograph that is ready for print-
ing covers period of 600 years, and the 
other part in in the research phase that 
will cover new history of the City.
Besides the history of the City and 
Banat region, European Movement in 
Zrenjanin has in the previous period 
working on the promotion of cultural 
heritage through regional projects:

- Regional cultural-historical initia -
tives – that represents a unique educa-
tion of the history of the region. On 
this seminar attended following or-
ganizations from Zrenjanin: Tourist 
organization, Rusanda Spa, Tourism 
workers from Zrenjanin, Carska Bara. 
From the representatives of Banat 
there were: Kanjiza Spa, Bela Crkva, 
Pancevo, Uzice, Krusevac, Leskovac 
and Belgrade institution for cultural 

research. Mr Aleksandar Stanojlovic 
from publishing house ZIZA from 
Pancevo presented the Cultural, his-
torical and tourist maps of Banat, and 
the maps of the cities from Serbia. 

- Development of cultural tour-
ism in Banat – a cross border chal-
lenge, this project was conducted in 
partnership with Intercultural Institute 
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ve#e Zrenjanin je partner na projektu 
„Razvoj kulturnog turizma u Banatu 
– prekograni!ni izazov” Interkultural-
nog instituta iz Temišvara..
    U okviru rumunskog projekta Kul-
turna mapa Banata, rumunski tim od 
48 eksperata iz raznih oblasti koje su 
u vezi kulturnog turizma posetio je 
srpski deo Banata radi upoznavanja 
mape puta i spajanja sa rumunskom 
mapom puta. Eksperti su posetili Ki-
kindu, Zrenjanin, Pan!evo i Vršac. 
Najve#i deo vremena ekipa je provela 
u Zrenjaninu, gde je pored obilaska 
grada obišla i najstarije pozorište u 
Srbiji, Muzej, Gradsku ku#u, Savre-
menu galeriju i Likovnu galeriju i Ka-
štel E!ka.

Izvodi iz novina

Ubila!ka rakija u Aracu, 7. mart 
1909. - U Aracu u subotu na no# na 
da#i, gde je bilo prisutno skoro pola 
sela, konstatovali su trovanje rakijom 
kod odprilike, 40 ljudi. Od njih je do 
današnjeg jutra 12 umrlo, a od prilike 
20 leži teško bolesno, od toga #e, po 
mišljenju lekara, još njih nekoliko biti 
žrtve alkohola. 

1910 godina  - Radosna senzacija se 
desila u velikobe!kere!koj bolnici, 
gde su po prvi put eksperimentisali 
bezbolnim serumom „Ehrlich“ a si-

%listi!ari koji su na taj na!in le!eni, 
potpuno su ozdravili. Ovo je zaista 
senzacija jer su oni (muškarac sred-
njih godina i mlada 18-togodišnja de-
vojka) prvi izle!eni si%listi!ari u celoj 
državi (Ugarskoj). 

Sreda, 18.01.1854 „Kraljevi# Marko 
prvi put“ - Romanti!na slika iz srpske 
prošlosti u tri dela od P. Stojanovi#a. 
G. Horn (Kraljevi# Marko) i g"a. An-
toni (Marija) dali su svoje uloge za 
pohvalu, a isto tako i g. Kašin. G. An-
toni i g"a. Beher predstavljali su srp-
sog seljaka Stevu i njegovu ženu Katu 
sa zabavnom dobro#udnoš#u. Oni su 
od publike nagra"eni !estim aplaudi-
ranjem. 

23. septembar 1854. - Sresko na!el-
stvo u Velikom Be!kereku odlu!ilo 
je da otvori jednu školu, posebno za 
devojke. Škola #e imati dva razreda. 
Radi#e se pre podne od 10 do 12, a 
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from Timisoara. Its main goal was to 
develop a Cultural tourism strategy of 
Banat region. Within this project “A 
cultural map of Banat” was created on 
which 48 experts worked from differ-
ent areas of expertise. These experts 
visited Serbian part of Banat in order 
to get familiar with the road route and 
with conjunction with the Romanian 
road route. Experts visited Kikinda, 
Zrenjanin, Pancevo and Vrsac. The 
majority of time, experts spent in 
Zrenjanin, where beside the city  tour, 
they’ve visited the oldest theatre in 
Serbia, The Museum, City hall, Gal-
lery of contemporary arts and the Cas-
tle Ecka.  

Excerpts from the
newspapers

Killing brandy in Aradac, 7/03/1909 – 
in Aradac on Saturday  night during 
a funeral feast where almost half of 
the village gathered to pay respect to 
the deceased, brandy poisoning was 
found out . 40 people were affected 
by it and 12 died already and more 
than 20 were hospitalized in serious 
condition among which are some who 
would not manage to pull it  through.

1910 – A sensational thing happened 
in Big Beckerek’s hospital, where, for 
the %rst time , the doctors experiment-
ing with painless serum “Ehrlich” by 
which the syphilitics were treaded  
succeded in curing them. This is a 
sensational news because they are the 
%rst cured patients 
(a middle-aged man and an 18-year 
old girl ) suffering from syphilis in 
Hungary.

Wednesday , January 18th 1854 
“Prince Marko the %rst time” – a ro-
mantic performance from the Serbian 
past by P. Stojanovic,  given  in  three 
parts. Mr Horn ( Prince Marko) and 
Mrs Antoni 
( Marija) gave brilliant performances 
of their roles as well as Mr Kasin. Mr 
Antoni and Mrs Beher  played a Ser-
bian peasant Steva and his wife Kata 
in a humorous and witty  way. The au-
dience gave them frequent rounds of 
applause.

September 23rd 1854 – local authori-
ties of Big Beckerek decided to open 
another school for girls only. The 
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popodne od 4 do 6 !asova u prostori-
jama gimnazije. U toj školi radi#e je-
dan u!itelj za nau!ne predmete i jedna 
u!iteljica za veštine. 

24. avgust 1867. - Julije Benedek Si-
getin, u!itelj gimnastike stavlja pošto-
vanom gra"anstvu do znanja da je u 
Velikom Be!kereku u ku#i Konjevi#a 
otvorio školu gimnastike i da #e re-
dovno predavanje za u!enike, kako 
muškog, tako i ženskog pola, otpo!eti 
26, avgusta i to tri puta nedeljno. Ško-
larina iznosi 2 forinte mese!no.

14. jun 1879. - Viša gimnazija u mestu 
otvara i osmi razred.

1908. godina - Te!aj i završni ispit za 
ometene u razvoju. Filip Mihels, mlad 
nastavnik Instituta za slepe i gluvone-
me iz Budimpešte držao je dvomese!-
ni kurs za ometene u govoru. Kursu 
je prisustvovalo mnogo dece. Uspeh 
je bio neo!ekivano dobar, te roditelji 
nisu znali kako da se zahvale gospo-
dinu Mihelsu. 

4. februar 1854. - Organizacija Vojvo-
dine – administrativno – sudska orga-
nizacija Srpske Vojvodine sa Tamiš-

kim Banatom odobrena je najvišom 
odlukom Njegovog carskog i Kra-
ljevskog Veli!anstva od 8. juna, 26. 
jula i 2. oktobra 1853. godine. Ona je 
podeljena u pet okruga sa sedištem u 
Temišvaru, Lugošu, Velikom Be!ke-
reku, Somboru i Novom Sadu.

1886. godina - Na dan 27. septembra 
u 5 !asova popodne, bila je velika sve-
!anost u ondašnjem regata klubu, pred 
mnogobrojnim uglednim gostima pu-
šten je u Begej prvi vesla!ki !amac. 
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school will have 2 classes. It will work 
during the morning  from 10 a.m. till 
noon and 
in the afternoon , from 4 p.m. till 6 
p.m. in the premises of the local com-
prehensive school. Two people will 
be hired to work there, a male teacher 
for science and a female teacher for 
skills.

August 24, 1867 – Julie Benedek Si-
geti, a gymnastics teacher, informs 
the citizens of Big Beckerek, that he 
has opened a school of gymnastics in 
the Konjevic’s house and that regular 
classes, both for boys and girls , will 
start on August 26th  , three times a 
week. The tuitition will be 2 forints 
per month.

June 14th 1879 – higher comprehen-
sive school in the town, opens the 
sixth form
1908 – a course and a %nal exam 
for disabled people . Fillip Mihels, a 
young teacher from the Institute for 
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24.09.1892. - Vesla!ki regata klub 
dobija 20. septembbra 1892. godine 
sagra"enu ku#u za smeštaj !amaca i 
rekvizita. Ovaj objekat se smatra za 
najstariji sportski objekat u širem re-
gionu. 

19.07. 1884. - Strelja!ko društvo odr-
žalo je ga"anje od 6. – 13. jula. Po-
bednik i kralj strelaca postao je naš A. 
F. Koki#. 

3. februar 1876. - Kliza!ki sport. Na 
debelom ledu zamrznutog Begeja te!e 
živahan sportski život. Na sjajnom 
klizalištu koje se redovno održava, 

veliki broj kliza!a do!ekuje lepotice 
grada, kojima je klizalište mesto sa-
stanka. I dok veštiji hrabro kližu, po-
!etnice se oslanjaju na snažne mišice 
muškaraca. 

15.05.1858. - Rozenfeld Leopold je u 
Velikm Be!kereku, na Begeju, otvo-
rio školu plivanja. Mese!ne cene su: 
za muškarce 3 f., za žene 4 f., a za slo-
bodne pliva!e 1.30 f. 

Poznati Be•kere•ani

Dr. &or"e Radi# 
(1839 – 1922), 
ro"eni Be!kere-
!anin, smatra se 
za najve#eg po-
l joprivrednog 
strušnjaka XlX 
veka na Balka-
nu. Prvi doktor poljoprivrednih nauka 

u Srbiji, !lan Srpske akadeije nauka, 
kao i !lan stosedamnaest poljopri-
vrednih društava u Evropi. Osniva! 
mnogih poljoprivrednih škola u Srbiji 
i Crnoj Gori. Pokreta! raznih poljo-
privrednih listova i pravi prosvetitelj-
ski radnik. 

Dr. Rudolf Vegšajder (1859 – 1935), 
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deaf, mute  and blind people from Bu-
dapest , hold a two-month course  for  
people with speaking problems. Many 
children took part in the course. The 
success was extraordinary and parents 
didn’t know how to thank Mr Mihels.

February 4th 1854 – the organisation 
of Vojvodina – the administative one 
– the judical organisation of Serbian 
Vojvodina togather with The Tamish 
Banat was allowed by the highest de-
cret of his Royal Majesty of  June 8th, 
July 26th and  October 2nd. Vojvodi-
na is devided in %ve couties with the 
domicile in Temisuara , Lugosh, Big 
Beckerek, Sobmor and Novi Sad.  
 
1886 – on 27th September, at 5 p.m. 
there was a celebration in the Regatta 
Club, many guests witnessed the %rst 
rowing boat being launched in the Be-
gej.
September 24th 1892 – the Rowing 
Club received  on 20th September a 
house for keeping boats and other 

equipment. This building is consid-
ered to be the oldest sports building 
in our region.

July 19th 1884 – the Archery Club 
held a competition from 6th till 13th 
July. The winner and the the archery 
king became our A.F.Kokic.

February 3rd 1876 – Ice skating – there 
are  very lively activities going on, on 
the thick ice of the frozen Begej. At 
the wonderful skating rink which 
is kept brilliantly, a large number of 
skaters welcome the city beauties who 
use this place for randez-vous. And 
while skillful skaters skate, those beg-
giner beauties lean on the strong arms 
of men in order to learn skating. 

15th May 1858 – Rozenfeld Leopold 
opened a swimming school in Big 
Bechkerek, on the Begej.Monthly tu-
itition : men 3f., women 4f., and for 
free swimmers it’s 1.30 f.

The famouse people from 
Beckerek

Dr Djordje Radic ( 1839-1922 ), born 
in Bechkerek, is considerd to be the 
biggest agricultural expert of the 19th 
century in the Balkans. He was the 
%rst Ph.D. of agriculture in Serbia, the 
member of the Serbian Science Acad-
emy as well as the member of 117 
agricultural societies in Europe. He 
was the founder of many agricultural 
schools in Serbia and Monte Negro. 
He was the iniciator of many agricul-
tural newspapers and a real  dedicated 
educator.
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ro"en i školovao se u Be!kereku i 
Be!u. Postao je veoma poznat hemi-
!ar, profesor Univerziteta u Be!u, je-
dan od osniva!a %zi!ke hemije, !lan 
Austrijske Akademije nauka. Razvio 
je teoriju brzine hemijskih reakcija.

Vil!go Karolina (1820 – 1896), jed-
na je od pionira u !itavom regionu 
u oblasti telesnog vaspitanja ženske 
omladine budu#i da je jedna od prvih 
kvali%kovanih nastavnica u toj obla-
sti. U Be!kerekeu je zajedno sa mu-
žem Rudolfom, u!iteljem, osnovala 
prvi ženski vaspitni zavod, koji je pu-
nih 30 godina davao doma#e i školsko 
obrazovanje u!enicima

 Evropski pokret u Srbiji - Zrenjanin 
osnovan je 1997. godine- i postao je 
samostalna, nevladina, nepro•tna 
organizacija, •iji je cilj demokratska 
i moderna Srbija kao integralni deo 
Evrope.

Misija Evropskog pokreta Zrenjanin 
ogleda se u stvaranju i razvijanju de-
mokratskih procesa, promociji evrop-
skih vrednosti, tj. lobiranja za Evro-
pu.

Ciljevi Evropskog pokreta Zrenjanin 
su: regionalna i prekograni•na sa-
radnja u cilju širenja ideje evropskog 
ujedinjenja u regionu; rea•rmacija 
ideje multikulturalnosti u Banatu; iz-
gradnja i ja•anje civilnog društva u 
regionu kao i razvoj privatnog predu-
zetništva u malim i srednjim preduze-
!ima.

Ovi ciljevi se uglavnom realizuju pu-
tem edukacije i treninga gra"ana, 
NVO- aktivista, organa lokalnih vlasti 
i privatnih preduzetnika.

U toku svoga delovanja Evropski po-

kret Zrenjanin je realizovao preko sto 
velikih projekata i akcija.

Najve•i projekat je promocija upo-
trebe lokalne kulture i istorijskog 
nasle•a, projekat Banatske studije- 
istorijska monogra•ja grada, 600 
godina njegove istorije

Da bi realizovali u potpunosti ovaj 
projekat, potrebna nam je podrška 
koja bi nam omogu!ila štampanje 
monogra•je.
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Dr Rudolf Vegshaider (1859-1935), 
born and educated in Beckerek and 
Vienna. He became a famous chem-
ist, professor at the Vienna Univer-
sity, one of the founders of physical 
chemistry, the member of the Austrian 
Science Academy. He developed the 
theory of the quickness of the chemi-
cal reactions.

Vilchgo Karolina ( 1820-1896) one 
of the pioneers in the whole region 
in the  !eld of physical education for 
women, since she was the !rst quali-
!ed teacher that !eld. In Beckerek, 
together with her husband Rudolf, a 
teacher, she founded the !rst female 
educational institution which during 
the next 30 years, offerd domastic and 
school education to pupils of all na-
tionalities.

  European Movement Zrenjanin is 
independent and voluntary organization 
of the citizens of Serbia. It was founded in 
1997. as nongovernmental, non political 
and non for pro!t  organization. Europe-
an Movement Zrenjanin is an independent 
institution of democratic public opinion 
and a for of citizens gathering that aims 
to peaceful, democratic, all in all Europe-
an integration, as well as for democratic 
and modern Serbia as part of Europe. 

The aims of European Movement Zren-
janin, which come from the aims of the 
European movement in Serbia, are as fol-
lows:

- Regional cooperation which includes 
supporting of the wide-ranged and free 
communication particularly with the 
neighboring Romanian and Hungarian 
parts of Banat (local border traf!c and 
introducing local border passports, new 
border crossings, etc)
- Resuming the idea of the multicultural 
Zrenjanin (Beckerek, Petrovgrad...) as 
well as spreading that idea over the cen-
tral part of the region of Banat
- Spreading out the ideas of the European 
Community in Banat, developing the cul-
tural, political and economic cooperation 
of the citizens and people on both sides 

of the border in Banat with the regions 
and countries in Europe, the European 
contribution to the peace and welfare in 
the region in order to create the federal 
Europe
- Developing of mutual understanding and 
cooperation between the people and the 
cities of Banat in the domain of culture, 
informing, economy and politics. Sup-
porting and spreading the idea of Banat 
as the European region.     
- Fostering and spreading the idea of 
Banat as European region

These goals are mostly realizing through-
out education&training of:
- Citizens, NGO activists, Local govern-
ment, Private entrepreneurs
European Movement Zrenjanin has since 
1997 up until today realized over 100 big 
projects and major actions, on their own 
or in the partnership with different insti-
tutions in the country as well as abroad. 

It is currently under going fundraising 
for the longest and the biggest proj-
ect of European Movement Zrenjanin 
“600 Years of the History of Zrenjanin” 
and all kind of support is more than 
welcome. 
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The name of the river Bega is •rst 
mentioned in XII century
..In 1326 community Beckerek if •rst 
mentioned
.. Beckerek was visited by 3 rulers: in 
1398- Hungarian King Zigmond, in 
1696 Turkish Sultan Mustafa and in 
1768 Austrian emperor Josif II
.. In the •rst half of XV century this 
region was governed by Despots Ste-
fan Lazarevi! and Djuradj Brankovi!.   
.. In 1482 there was a battle near 
Beckerek which resulted by the defeat 
of Turks 
.. In 1551. Mehmed pasa Sokolovic 
concored Beckerek that came under 
Turkish government until 1717.  
.. 1594. there was a batle near Beck-
erek, known as Great Banat batle 
..  1717. Austrian prince Aleksandar 
of Vitemberd enters Beckerek
.. 1717. by after arrival of Turks there 
was 787 inhbaitants mainly Serbs
..  1718. starts the colonisation of the 
citizens    
.. 1722. The •rst primary School was 
open
.. 1728-1733. the govenrnor of Banat 
Count Florimund Claudius Mercy  

dreins large swamps and builds Bega 
chanel to Timisoara
.. 1746. the bigest ortodox temple in 
Banat of the time was build
.. 1769. City Charter of the Austrian 
Empress Maria Theresa obtained the 
rank of a trading
.. 1779. Torontal County was formed 
with headquarters in Beckerek
..1807. Almost the entire city was de-
stroyed by a large •re which destroyed 
the archives and documents, bridges, 
all but two of the center of the church, 
and there was a long recovery period
..  1850. the city has nearly 17,000 
residents, according to religion: 10 
542 Orthodox, Catholic 4998, 795 
evangelists and Jewish followers 434 
.. 1850. the •rst steamer in the Grand 
Beckerek and starting county court, 
entry and cadastre
.. 1851. The beginning of continuous 
journalism in the city, the •rstborn 
weekly Gross-Betschkereker Wochen-
blatt “, the paper in German and with 
an of•cial announcement in part to the 
Serbian and Hungarian languages.
.. 1854. theater, which is operated in 
one of the oldest theater buildings in 

the region, had a repertoire of 40 ti-
tles, the same year was opened one of 
the oldest industrial plants in the city 
- Vinegar Factory
.. 1858. the •rst telegraph in the city 
was built 
.. 1860.  a large brickyard was built 
.. 1867. the •rst gymnastic school in 
the city was opened 
..  1872. the •rst daily newspaper, To-
rontal in Hungarian and the city be-
came a large town Be"kerek with ar-
ranged magistrates
.. 1874/75. equestrian sports and skat-
ing were popular 
.. 1879. streets of our city receive of-
•cial names
.. 1883. Out in the world via rail Veliki 
Be"kerek - Velika Kikinda
.. 1890. in the city according to the 
census of the population lived: 7969 
Serbs, 7874 Germans, 5116 Hungar-
ians, 417 Slovaks, 382 Romanians, 
51Croat and 125 others.
.. 1891. the •rst telephone line in the 
City was conected 
.. 1895/96. power station and street 
lighting were introduced. 
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Da bi realizovali u potpunosti ovaj projekat, 
potrebna nam je podrška koja bi nam omogu•ila 

štampanje monogra•je.

All kind of support for this project is more than 
welcome.

Fotogra•je obezbedio
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